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Play  Parks
GRAVESHAM

The Hive

Fountains Walk

Park Place

Windmill Hill Park

Woodlands Park

Medhurst Garden

Kings Farm OS

Camer Park
These play site had be identified as those in 
particular need of attention, that had been neglected 
for up to 20 years and we're not giving the youngest 
members of Gravesham suitable locations near them 
to improve their mental and physical wellness.

The feedback as been greatly received in all park 
sites and it is wonderful to visit during the weekend, 
evening or during the Easter holiday to see hundreds 
of children playing.

8



FOUNTAIN WALK

H
O

U
S

IN
G

This little pocket park was developed on the 
site of a small park that was nearly 15 years old. 

The old equipment wasn't a risk to those 
playing but it gave the wrong impression to the 
residents and the children who live in these 
council properties.

Upon investigation at the start of the year it was 
clear that there were a number of families who 
simply weren't using the old equipment 
because it didn't cater to their needs and since 
this new park as been installed there has been a 
great reception. and lots of different play 
feature.

MEDHURST

The old park that was located here was one of the 
oldest units in the borough and although again it 
wasn't flagged as a concern by the annual 
inspection it was clear that its playability was 
limited and needed to cater for the younger 
demographic.

This new park offers play up to 12 years old and a 
range of play, ranging from springer seesaws, 
sensory elements on the multiplay unit, toddler 
themed slide and new multi-swing set.

It is all themed around nature as the park is cut 
into the banks and surrounded by green grass 
banks that soften the landscape for users.

The older children have use of a MUGA, which will 
be reviewed for potential improvement.



WARWICK PLACE

Warwick Place is a location that homes hundreds of 
family members, of different ages and although there is a 
toddler park still in situ nearby this space was developed 
because here was simply a concrete patch that had a 
single basketball hoop and a shelter.

This brought unwanted loitering of youths and ASB which 
prevents residents using large open spaces.

The hope that in installing a designated play site that 
caters for ages up to 12 allows for a presence of families 
to be there more regularly and prevent unwanted 
behaviour.

PARK PLACE

This location was interesting in its complexity because the 
site itself is a unusual size and space, in neighbours the 
prom with its play facilities and also had three pocket 
parks that had very similar equipment.

The decision was made to remove all three small pocket 
parks and concentrate effort and budget on the central 
park, that all residents can and do use.

Moving forward those other smaller areas will be 
redeveloped into communal green spaces that will bring 
community and residents together to talk and enjoy. 



WINDMILL HILL
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this was always being considered for development, as it is 
a beautiful large space at the high point of the town.

This was brought forward and had to be redesigned 
because of the fire damage that was caused by an arson 
attack.

Nevertheless, it allowed us to develop a clear theme of a 
castle on a hill that can be further developed over the 
coming years to bring more play units and facilities to the 
space, that will make it a destination for families to enjoy 
again.

KINGS FARM

Kings Farm is an unusual space because of the current 
MUGA an, gym and play equipment that has been installed in 
the middle of the recreation grounds.

It is a difficult site because of the anti-social behaviour that 
has been a problem in this geography, but we couldn't allow 
this to dictate what we should do.

The area in developing this site was to bring younger 
families to the space and give them something where 
toddlers and children up to 8 can enjoy.



CAmer 
Park

Camer is a jewel in the landscape of Gravesham Borough 
Council and with it being nestled amongst other forest 
spaces like Ashenbank Wood, Shorne Woods and Jeskyns 
Community Woodland in my option it offers a real 
opportunity to make it a destination location for families 
from all over the borough to come and enjoy the outdoor 
space.

The park itself is home to a wonderful array of species of 
tree but it is another space that is used primarily by dog 
walkers.

By significantly developing and investing in the play park 
we have already seen the increase in footfall and schools 
coming to the area to learn about nature and play on this 
equipment.



Woodlands 
Sensory Park

QUEEN S  GREEN  C A NOP Y

Another first for Gravesham 
Borough Council is the refreshing of 
the 'old' golf putting greens at 
Woodlands Park that had become 
unsafe and unsightly. 

A beautiful inclusive sensory 
garden was designed that families 
can enjoy surrounded by ancient 
pine trees and newly planted trees 
for the Queens Platinum Jubilee.

This park will be officially 
opened by the Lord Lieutenant 

of Kent on the 27th June
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As part of Gravesham Borough Councils drive to deliver a greener Gravesham it was 
critical to improve significantly previous efforts with regards tree planting around the 

borough.

With amazing effort from nearly all the horticultural staff this tree planting saw the 
quantity of trees planted jump from an average of 121 per year* to 3,286.

These came with the help and support from a number of groups and a number of projects.

Tree Planting
GRAVESHAM

Under the banner of the Queens Jubilee GBC have planted 20 
trees across the borough from Woodland Park to urban 

environments.

Queens Jubilee the forest of 
memories

Ebbsfleet development corporation

To commemorate and support those who lost a loved one 
by planting 250 whips in memory of those who died during 

the pandemic.

112 standard trees were kindly donated by 
EDC.



GORDONS PROM 
DEVELOPMENT

Following the devastation of the storm comes positivity and GBC 
have taken the opportunity review the area and put together a 
strategy that strengths our corporate values and enhances the area 
not only for the public but also for the wildlife that has been habitat 
to over 138 different species of bird over previous years.

plans
PROMENADE

Working with The Royal Horticultural Society we have 
designed and created a scheme that uses perennial planting 
that has been specifically chosen to promote biodiverse, 
annual colour and growth and will develop into beds that 
GBC can develop as a working canvas.

Additionally it also offer the chance to review historic photos 
and bring continuity by closely linking the prom with the 
heritage plant at The New Tavern Fort with use of the same 
plants.



Gravesham Borough Council manages over 47 play parks, that cater for a 
variety of ages and abilities, many of them are still rather old and also 
the park rangers do a fabulous job maintaining them they still need 
reviewing to make them safe and attractive to all children.

Play Parks
GRAVESHAM

Currently, the play parks are being analysed internally 
to review their play value against the population they 
potential can cater for as well as their ages. As such 
we had already established that Carl Ekman (Shepard 
Street) simply was suitable for the local people and 
this has just been officially opened by the Mayor.

BEFORE AFTER

FUTURE PLAY
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Rosherville Gardens was one of the largest and most popular Victorian 
pleasure gardens. It survived for seventy years, having been laid out in 
1837 and finally closing to the public just before the First World War. 
The gardens were built in a disused chalk pit near the River Thames and 
two hundred yards north of London Road in Northfleet.

ROSHERVILLE

In developing this playground we have the opportunity 
to enhance the area with more themed play around the 
idea of circus and animals but equally, it is substantial 
space for softer ornamental landscaping and inclusive 
play for all abilities.

The Gardens remained closed 
until 1903 when they were re-
opened, having been bought 
by some local businessmen. 
Changes were made. The maze 
and the dancing platform were 
swept away. The Bijou theatre 
became a restaurant. The 
outdoor stage was refurbished 
and called the Café Chantant. 
A small menagerie was 
acquired, including a baby 
elephant called Kim. Despite 
the best efforts of the various 
managers the Rosherville 
Gardens were losing money. 
They closed as pleasure 
gardens in 1913.


